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ALUMNI ASSOCIATION MEMBERS:
"While this article is being written, pr eparations arc on in earnest for the celebration of
Founders' Day at the scat of our Alma Mater.
It is a splendid custom to annually acknowledge o ur debt to the men who built wiser
than they knew. 'vVe owe our lasting gratitude
to the men who made possible t he grand institution to which we pledge our allegiance

throug h their untold and immeasurcable sacrifices. Let us pause for a brief moment from
our busy toils and struggles in memory of
these pioneers of education and a s a tribute
to their wisdom, their sagacity and their sacrifice pledge ourselves to the cause which they
so nobly founded.
G. F. BALTZ, President.
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ANGE ·v. MILNER: LIBRARIAN
The bare headlines "Angeline V. Milner is
d" struck home to readers of the Bloom~e~on Daily Pantagraph on January 13 with a
some one . who
that
rp realization
s a known and admired by her fellow towns.
was
ie had been taken from among her friends.
.
h
k
.
peoP
'f those who did not now er a certain und;standing of her life must have come from a
,ere glance at her pictur e; to those who knew
her long service as librarian at I. S. N. U.
0
ust have come a vague regret that the1 in.
m
stitution had lost one who had ser ved 1t so ong;
come the
have
must
her
knew
who
but to those
thought, "\Vhat will the I. S. N. U. Librar y
be without Miss Milner?" She was not a lways
in sight, but her spirit pervaded the place; she
was not always in sight, but each student and
every faculty member knew that she was some
place in the building ready and eager to help
if help were needed. To be of service in the
field of her activities was her chief concern
and the many tributes which follow bear evi·
dence of an appreciatio n of her efforts in behalf of others.

•:g

"r

Funeral services for M iss Ange V. Milner,
whose death ended a Jong life of service to
the community, a nd to the institution, were he ld
in the University Auditorium on Monday, J anuary 16, at 2 :30 o'clock, preceded by brief services at the house. She died at her home at
l :40 Friday afternoon, January 13, following an
illness of several months.
The Rev. Henry Abraham of Bloomingto n
was in charge and delivered a sermon. President David Fclmley spoke of the many years
of service which Miss Milner spent in the Nor mal university. He spoke of a letter r eceived
from a member of the a lumni which stated
that the thought of :Miss Milner brought to
his mind the word ser vice printed in large let ters across the sky.
Mr. and i\frs. Harry Admire sang "Crossing
the Bar" and a ch orus sang "Abide With Mc."
~liss \Vanda Nciswangc r played t he organ.
The pall bearers included Will Johnson, Arthur Robinson, Fred Evans, J oseph Arnold,
Samuel Holder and Prof. R. W. Pringle. The
burial was made in the Bloomingto n cemetery.
She is survived by two sisters, Mrs. Bowen
o[ Normal and Miss Jennie Milner, Cambridge,
~lass. ; by a brother, Warr en Milner, Seattle,
Wash., and a nephew, Vernon Bowen, Seattle,
Wash.
Miss Milner was a member of the Sweden-

borgian church or the Church of the New J erusalem.
University classes were dismissed during the
services and the University Library was closed
the entire afternoon in her honor. Faculty
members, students, and friends of Miss M ilner
filled the auditorium. Members of the Libr ary
staff acted as ushers.
- The Vidette.

ADDRESS OF PRESIDEN T FELMLEY .
At the Funeral Service of Miss Ange. Vernon
Milner,
Monday, January 16, 1928
To you, the friends of Miss Milner, who have
known her from childhood, little can be said
that can add to your knowledge of her worth,
or to the appreciatio n of her character. She
was born nearly seventy-two years ago within
a block of the public square in Bloomingto n
and has spent her entir e life in t his community.
That life had been an open book in which all
might read the story of service that it represented.
Carlyle once said, "Blessed is t he man who
has found his work. Let him ask no other
blessing." In the light of this truth Miss Milner was among the blessed; for few people
have followed any life purpose with such sing leness of aim, such sincerity and devotion a nd
complete self-surrend er as ennobled her work
as librarian of the Normal University.
The very circumstanc es of her early life and
education, although unintended, fitted her in
s ingular fashion for her life work. As a child
she was not str ong. Her mother, who had been
a governess, early taught her to read. Her att endance at school began late, was at p r ivate
schools, irr egular and interrupted . Like most
girls educated at home, she missed the drill
upon arithmetic, histor y, geography and other
school studies, and reveled in reading of which
she was very fond. T he children's literature
of sixty years ago was rich in tales of travel
and adventure. I think ol her as reading The
Swiss Family Robinson and Baker's Virginians in Texas, the biographies of pioneer s and
the heroes of history wr itten by Jacob Abbott, and J. S. C. Abbott, and later t he stories
of Cooper and Hawthorne and the rich output
of the New England school of writers. She
must have r ead Miss Alcott's Little Women,
and possibly Beulah, Barriers Burned Away,
The Opening of a Chestnut Burr, and other
stories of E. P. Roe a nd Augustus Evans Wil-

4

Tm:

ALUMNI QUARTERLY .

son and other popular writers of the day. Modern Magazine writers pronounce them sentimental and goody:goody, but at any rate they
were clean, wholesome, idealistic and did develop a sort of nobility of soul and high purpose not always present in the cynical literature of t oday.
When about fifteen she attended the Bloomington high school for a few months, and later
spent a year with a n aunt at Brookline, Massachusetts, a cultured suburb that sustains about
the same relation to Boston as Evanston holds
to Chicago.
When about twenty she attended summer
schools of science at the Normal University
when the scientific movement of the seventies
was sweeping over the country. After t hat
science, as well as history, biography, poetry
and fiction was included in the range of her
reading.
In the early eight ies she was associated with
Professor Forbes in classifying and cataloging
the collections of the Illinois Natural History
Society then kept in the Main Building. Later
when it was decided that the vario us scattered
departmental collections, the libraries of the
literary societies and the government publications at the Normal University should be assembled in one place and organized for g r eater
accessibility and usefulness, Miss Milner was
called to the task. She began her work in January 1890 and the following September was duly
installed as librarian.
In those days there were no library schools
from which trained librarians were turned out.
S he entered upon her work without having the
path blazed as it is for the young people who
now arc preparing for this profession. But as
library science developed she quickly adopted
it in her practice. She early introduced the
Dewey system of classification which is now
generally used in the great libraries of the
world.
But her value to this institution lay not so
much in the skill w ith which she classified and
managed the library as to tire wisdom shown
in the selection of books and in her special
plans for kee ping t he books in use. She studied
the courses taught in the vario t,s class rooms in
order that she might prepare reference sheets
and bibliographies and other devices for bringing all the resources of the library to the service of faculty and students.
The true librarian who rises to the full pos$ibilities of this profession knows her books not
only by title but by content as well. She may
read few books but she studies the chapter

headings, the table of contents and learns what
the book is about and from the book reviews
sqe learns the author's purpose, the drift of his
argument and his standing in the eyes of the
most competent critics. \Vith the wide back.
ground of general r eading that had filled the
first thirty-three years of her life she was
prepared to understand and appreciate the
message and value of books to the student
without the de tailed reading of every page.
The true librarian endca vors to make her
library of the greatest possible usefulness.
Every fall ther e comes to this institution hun.
dreds of young people from small towns where
there arc no classified a nd scientifically con.
ducted libraries. They do not know the uses
of a library in education. Miss M ilncr stood
r eady and eager to initiate them into the delights that libraries may afford.
It was at her instance that we introduced for
all students a library course of ten lessons in
the org anization and use o f the modern
library.
It was at h er instance that we appointed
hours for special classes in which young teachers were instructed in the selection of books
for school libraries.
If a new course was to be introduced, a new
instructor to be brought into the facul ty, she
immediately sought a consultation ; immediately
she ran to the library and listed its resources.
She did not wait for people to come to her;
she went to them that she might lay her treasures at their feet.
What was the motive for a ll this? Of course
it was the motive of service. There was nothing
else behind it. She felt she was here to serve
and she found no other joy so great as the
joy to be found in thus ministering to the needs
of others.
When the war br oke out, our boys began to
leave their places in the schoolroom to enlist.
Later the selective draft and the R. 0. T. C.
swept all of our young men except t hirteen into t he ranks. Miss Milner a sked herself, what
new service can I render ? l-Jcr answer was
the roster of our eight hundred students who
entered the service, the records of their de·
tailed military experiences, the file s filled with
envelopes, one for each soldier, containing every
bit of information that she could gat her either
t hrough the press or by lett er. She wrote no
fewer than six hundred letters in her own
beautiful handwriting to cheer these boys. She
remembered how difficult it has bee n to find
information about t he 141 students who had
gone from this school into the U nion ArmY
<luring the Civil Vvar; she was determined that
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there s_hould be no such difficulty with our st udents m the World War.
Miss l\'filner was not associated with any of
the organized body of Christians in this community. Her faith was that system of theoJogY, pholisophy, and education that was promulgated by Emanuel Swedenborg as it s great
prophet, a form of Christianity that has appealed to many generous and noble souls.
Swedenborg emphasized the continuity of
spirit life and of spiritual education in our
heavenly home with the earthly life and education. He r egarded the human as a house of
three stories with communicating stairways. On
·the lowest level dwell genii, in the middle
story men from the world, in the highest angels.
The child is occupied with sense ideas, the
picture stage; next is the reading stage where
nicJ11ory and imagination arc active; the third
is the rational stage corresponding to the third
story of the mind-house for angels see all
things in the clear lig ht of reason. Instructors
should build up this rational mind in their pupils-so that the pupils having reached the
sarne level of freedom and rationality as t heir.
teachers may dispense with their services. From
this time on they arc the charge of the Lord
alone and His truth, and he continues the process of education or regeneration. Hence the
mode of acquiring knowledge, not its quantity,
ll'hich raises the level of the student. Not
knowledge so much as the k>ve of knowledge
is to be attained. The aim of all education is
that t he natural man shall be so spiritualized
that he becomes an angel. "Be ye therefore
perfect" by a process of co ntinuous evolution
earthly and heavenly. Education continues after
deat h according to the stage reached on earth
-child, youth or adult- but it is now under the
charge of angel masters and under the Lord'f
auspices.

But you see in the morning that he has been
with us.
Do you sec the fairies dancing on the lawn,
or sipping the nectar of the flowers ? But you
sec in the morning the lawns are dotted with
dandelions and you catch the fragrance of the
white clover.
Do you see the ether waves 'that are thronging the space about us, even penetrating the
solidest substance? But set up the right rece,vmg apparatus and you hear the reverend
prayer, the patriotic appeal, and listen to the
melody of distant voices.
In this faith M iss Milner lived. Its light
guided her life. She found her great happiness
in j(Use'\ in bringing to others the best of
service, in acting in her employment uprightly,
fai t hfully, sincer ely, justly, and in the t hought
of living forever ministering to others.
Within her frail body dwelt a spirit, sympathetic, kindly, appreciative, sensitive. If any mortal heard, she heard the music of the spheres.
or sipping the nector of the flowers ? But you
No "muddy vesture of decay did grossly hedge
her in." And this spirit lives on. If through
the years that a re to come she is to serve as
guardian angel, we shall be blessed by the benediction of her presence counseling, aiding, inspiring, invigorating, arousing us to our duties

and our tasks.
In the most conspicuous place in our libr ary
she hung a framed copy of this sonnet by Dudley Fo ulke
"Whatever be thy fortune or thy state
The way to h igh companionship is free,
Here are they all-the wise, the good, the
greatAnd their best thoughts they offer unto thee.
How canst thou give thy life to sordid things
vVhilc Milton's strains in ryhthmic number s
r oll
Or Shakespeare probes thy heart, or Homer
sings,

The constant aim of the angel-teachers is
"love of use". Use, says Swedenborg, consists in a person fulfilling his duty and acting in his employment uprightly, sincerely,
faithfully and justly. Every one in heaven is
a worker and to be of some use is the very
breath of life. The chief use of angels is to
instruct a nd teach spirits coming from the
world, and thru the processes of suggestion to
ict a s g ua rdian angels to thos-< who are on
earth. Truth perceived bccon,es a good when
translated from thought to action.

TRIBUTES FROM FACULTY,

Do you question the existence of these guard:,n angels? A Swedenborgian might answer, Do
You sec Santa Claus come down the chimney?

M r. F elmley's admirable and sympathetic
presentation of Miss Milner leaves little for

Or wrapt Isaiah wakes t hy slumbering soul?
If these "King's T reasuries" were scant and
rare

How wouldst t hou yearn for all that they
contain,

But they are spread befor.e thee free as air,
And shall their price less jewels shine in vain?
The choice is thin e, the fancies of a day,
Or the bright gems that shall endure for aye.

STUDENTS AND ALUMNI
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another to add. I n it her cnaracter and her
work alone stand finely interpreted. Yet one
ma y be permitted to recall her in certain lighter
aspects which themselves illustrate M r. Felmley's main points: Her almost pain ful eagerness
to be of service to faculty and students meeting wit h such half- hearted acceptance of such
service that she was dr iven to a h umorous recognition of our weaknesses and a long-suffering indulgence of them, temper ed now and then
by a flash of irony; her extraordinary definiteness in the ordering and wording of notices to
students and faculty; her r igorous pursuit of
delinquents in either body; her never -wearied
effor t to keep us up-to-date in our departments
by little notes in our post-boxes calling our
attention to current articles in our fields. Wt
may be permitted a lso lo regret that the later
years of her service wer e made so far more
difficult for her by hampering regulations for
which no one here was responsible. H er cager
spirit fretted against all barriers to service.
J. Rose Colby.

for the good of others; but we were ofte
blind to its exalted meaning and value.
n
To those who knew her hear t her exactin
demands for observance of necessary, wise an!
just regulations never obscured her genuint
Human Sympathy.

Under the old ways of testing, and under !ht
new ways her work always received the highett
grade of Efficiency.
The Worth of her life cannot be expressed in
terms of objective, material creations, but 001
in ter ms of t hose qualities of human personaucy1
she helped to create in the lives of the Peoplt
she ser ved as Librarian and Friend.
SERVICE, GOOD-WIL L, LOYALTY, SELF
SACRI FI CE, HUMAN SYMPATHY , EFF!.
CIENCY, and high WORTH, these a r e the at.
tributes of superior personality. T hese wert
the outstanding qualities of our librarian, Ange
V. M ilner.
Manfred J. Holmes.
Her chair is vacant, but her spir it lives on in
the institution for which she clfd so much. Hers
was a faithfulness that inspires others with a
like faithfulness, and so lives on, not only in
the gr eat beyond, but here on earth as well,
for it is perpetuated here by others who have
caught her spir it.
I shall always r emember that when t hree
thousand miles of ocean separated me from all
that made life worthwhile, Miss Milner wrote
to those left behind letters of good cheer, and
securing from them my a ddress, wrote t he same
kind of a message to me.
·
G. M. Palmer.

For nine years I have had the rare privilege
of being in very close association with Miss
Milner, during which time I learned to admir e
her many sterling qualities. She had a very
high standard for herself and was always true
to that standard. Miss M ilner raised her librarianship to a degree of ser vice which few can
attain in any profession. She had a n unusual
sense of justice and to use one of her favorite
exprcssions 1 a 11sense of fair play" which won
for her many good friends. She unfailingly
commanded the r espect and love of all of the
students and faculty with whom she came into
close contact.
To illustrate Miss M ilncr's efficiency permit
She was deeply appreciativo of any attention
shown her or ser vice r ender ed the library and me to tell in sober earnestness an incident of
which I have sometimes spoken jokingly.
was never too busy to expr ess that apprecia"1'1iss Milner/' said I one clay, "there is a
tion in a gracious and sincere way. No detail
of librarianship was too insignificant for her certain book that I want." "What is the name
of it ? said she. "I don't know the natne of it,"
time and close attention and the only thing
said I. "What is the name of the author ?" said
she ever neglected was to conserve her own
she. "I do not know who the author is," said
time and strength.
I. "What is the book about?" asked she. I told
We in the library a re very keenly aware of a
great loss to the school and of a very deep h er I did not know what the hook was about.
Then said our Librarian, "Welt 1 wait a minute'';
personal loss.
Gertrude I-I. Andrews.
and off thru the hall she went to Mr. Ridgley's
office. Then back she came with a book in
She was th e tr ue incarnation of Service.
her hand. "I s this it?" said she. "Ycs, t hat is
Her da ily life was a continuous demonstrait," said I.
tion of Good-will in action.
Ver ily, "Eye shall not look upon her like
Her Loyalty to those she served never less- again."
0 . L. Manchester.
ened because her effor ts somet imes failed of
appreciation.
During the world war when most people were
Her daily life was a volunta ry Self-sacrifice ''doing their bit", M iss Milner rendered a
most
11
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ttraordinary service-oa e f~r whic~ she will
e ,membered longer and with gratitude more
be r
found than for any other.
pr;he made it a part of her business to get tother the names of men and women in war
ge ,·ce who had at some time been students or
serv
.
N
.
.
hers m the ormal University. They were
teac
.
1v1·1ss 1v1·1
rnanY an d t I1c tas k was prod"1g1ous.
.1ner diligently used every means she could thmk
f for learning the names, addresses and class\cations of women and enlisted men in our
',,vice on both sides of the Atlantic. This " I.
;_ N. U. War Service Roster," as it was called
finally contained a total of 821 names, I t was
said by the State Historical Librarian to be
the most complete in Illinois.
I had personal knowledge of some of Miss
\lilner's methods of gathering the vast amount
~f information included in this rost er. I am
glad to pay tribute to her cager industry and
perseverance. ·she is said to have written
rnore than six hundred personal letters to men
and women in war service.
I was among the soldiers in France, wher e I
went for educational work at the close of the
war. I took with me the Christmas ( 1918) issue of the Vidette, which contained eleven
columns of names of men and women,

with

their addresses, on both sides of the Atlantic.
By having the addresses of men in France
and Germany, I was able to write to many of
them a nd invite them to come to the army
school at Beaune. As a result, many came to
the A. E . F . University for three months of
schooling while waiting for their good ships to
carry them home. The little group of from
twelve to fifteen members of the I. S. N. U.
who gathered regularly at the mess table, who
went on long tramps on Sunday afternoons and
who spent long evenings together when off duty
have a bundant reaso n to r evere the memory
of Miss Milner whose diligence in preparing t he
War Service Roster made possible the fellowElmer vV. Cavins.
ship we en joyed.

If I were t o use but one word to describe
Miss Milner, I believe I should choose the word
11

helpfulness."

As a student-teacher, as a member of the
Faculty, as Dean of Women, I was always
made to fe el that my n eeds were her needs. my
Problems her problems. Very often she anticipated my wants and put me in touch with
valuable material which otherwise would have
been overlooked.
It would indeed be a blessing to our beloved
school if the mantle of Miss M ilner's spirit

7

might fall on those of us who ar e left behind.
Then we should know, as now we feel, that
she is still with us, the spirit of helpfulness.
0. Lillian Ba rton.
The news of the death of Ange V. Milner
comes with a touch of gr ief and sorr ow to every
alumnus of the school. Her duties brought h er
in close touch with every student. They k new
her. She knew t hem. Her earnest devotion
to her duties, her deep int er est in her work,
her untiring efforts to serve the students, her
mental catalogue of the subject r eferences, her
cherish ed ambition to establish and maintain
ideal conditions in the libra ry, all endeared her
to those who stepped across the threshold of her
sacred domain.

No service was too minute or

exacting for her. She labor ed with all her
might to render a t rue service. Speaking for
the alumni of the school, I feel that they all
join me in laying this tribute on her bier, and
with one acclaim join in the phrase, "\'veil
done, thou good and faithful servant." May
sweet peace be your r ich reward.
G. F. BALTZ,
President A lumni Association.
I heard this morning of Miss Milner's death. ·
When I think of her, the word "Service" looms
big with 100 per cent devotion. Sincer ely,
B. C. MOORE,
Eureka, Ill.
Miss Milner's name will ever stand in o ur
memories for earnestness and steadfastness of
purpose, kindness and generosity. She was ever
a counselor for those in distress, a confidant fo r
those in trouble, and a refugee for those in need
of such. She was never too busy or too t ired
to hear someo ne's trouble. She was loyal, she
was firm, she was honest, she was sincere, she
fought like a tartar for what she believed to
be right. Names she might forget, faces never;
ever frail in body, but strong in spirit, she was
a bulwark of strength for t hose who needed
help. Her student assistants are bett er men
and women for their associat ion with Miss Milner.
VELMA M. HORN.
To the editors of the Vidette, Miss Milner
was a staunch friend, an ever ready contributor,
and a capable adviser. During the year of
1925-26 Miss Milner was one of my best aids in
editing the paper. She never forgot h er articles,
she would pass judgment on certain policies, and
praised where praise was deser ving. Had the
student body been of such a character as to

8
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meet her moral standards, Normal University
would have been the finest in the United States.
J. Donald Bohycr.
Through her high principles of right living
and right thinking; through her fervid desire
for the furthe r advancement of the university
and the highest ideals of the student life on our
campus; through her never ending patience

and self-sacr ifice in the betterment of our institution; through her untiring efforts to give us

a larger and more serviceable library to which
she devoted thirty-eight consecutive years of
valuable service; through the perpetual gladness of her soul to help the students, thousands
of whom she has come in contact with and
who have ever held her in the highest esteem;
through the marked influence she has exerted
upon all with whom she has come to be known
by her kindness, justness and frankness; thru
her diligent devotion to what few moments s he
could spare to helping anyone who might ask
fo r it, Miss Milner has, as someone most ably
put it, erected a monument to h erself in the
form most worthy of her.
In the twelve years of my relations with her
I have ajways found her ready and willing to
serve in her highest capacity. As Mr. Felmley
said, "Her religion repeats itself throughout her
life." Service, the one word of which she was
such a living example, was surely her ideal.
Wilbur M. Hoffman.

PANTAGRAPH EDITORIAL
JANUARY

15,

19~

Miss . Milner's Death.

Normal university will not seem like the sarn
place without the smiling presence and genia:
personality of Miss Ange V. Milner, for thirty.
eight years librarian of the institution. liet
death o n Friday brought . to a close a life of
useful and helpful ser vice such as has fe,~
parallels in local institutions, or those of any
other part of the state. Her contacts with
young people during the many years in which
she served as librarian at Normal, must have
influenced thousands of lives in their most irn.
pressionable period. Her remarkable fund of
information and her familia r ity with the books
and pamphlets with which the Normal school
is supplied, made her counsel and advice to stu.
dents one of their most valued a ids in the years
they spent at Normal. Her record will long
remain as one of t he potent influences of a great
institution.
MRS. MARY GILLAN EASTMAN, 1881. .

Friends of Mrs. Mary Gillan Eastman will
learn with regret that she passed away recently at her home, 6148 Ki1nbark avenue, Chicago, after an illness of six months duration,
She was a teacher and principal for fifty years,
serving in the schools of Illinois, \Nisconsin
and Michigan. S he began her tcacl1ing career
in the country schools of McLean county. She
is survived by her husband, t he Reverend C.
S. Eastman.

FROM HER PROFESSIONAL FRIENDS .

I n the passing of Miss Ange Milner, the Library profession has lost an hono r ed and efficient worker. For years she was regular in her

attendance at the state meetings, always eager
t o learn of new things a nd interested to add
helpful ·suggestions from her own experience.
When she has not been able to attend the
meetings there have been interested inquiries

from the older members, always with a tribute
to her ability and her devotion to her chosen
calling.
Nellie E . Parkham,
Librarian Withers Public Library,
Bloomington .
I have just read the notice of the passing of
Miss Milner. I sympat hize with the school in
the loss it has sustained. She was a woman of
fine character and ideals and a valuable force
Mary Eileen Ahern,
in library service.
Editor "LIBRARIES."

HERBERT BASSETT, 1894.

Funeral services for Prof. Herbert Bassett
of the \Nesteri1 Illinois State Teachers' College
at llfacomb were held D ecember 16 a t Tonica,
Illinois.
Prof. Bassett was born at Tonica a nd was
graduated from the Tonica high school. He
was graduated from Normal University in 1894
a nd from the U niversity of Illinois in 1902. He
became principal of schools at Yorkville and
after a year went to \,Vilmette as principal of
the school there, remaining from 1903 until
1906. H e was principal of the city school at
Norma l from 1906 to 1908.
Prof. Bassett became head of the department
of geography for the Western Illinois Teachers'
college at Macomb in 1908, serving until he was
stricken with paralysis in his c1ass room a few
hours befor e his death. He obtained his M.
S. degree from the University of Wisconsin in
1916. \,\lhile there he served as instructor in
the geography department of the university.
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}-le is survived by his wife, formerly Miss
Blanche '..Vorley of El Paso, and three childr en,
Irene, Herbert and Donald.
G. W. SOLOMON, 1907

George W. Solomon died recently at his
home in Springfield. For a number of years
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he was county superintendent in Macoupin
county and made his home in Carlinville. He
had also served for some time as treasurer of
the Illinois State Teachers Association. H is
wife and two sons survive him. The family
r esidence is at 2121 South Ffth st., Springfield.

THE FACULTY
Prof. S taker Very Ill

Prof. M. R. Staker, assistant professor of
education and our most valuable associate editor of the Alumni Quarterly, suffered a broken
wrist about Thanksgiving time. Although not
entirely comfortable for several weeks he was
able to meet his classes until about the middle
of January when he was stricken with a n attack
of the flu. He returned to his work for a short
time and seem ed on the way to recovery when
he was stricken again. As this issue goes to
press he is dangerously ill with pneumonia.
We told you last fall that Prof. Staker
is not just a figurehead associate editor. He is truly an energetic, helpful a nd necessary member of the sta ff. His enthusiasm
:ievcr lags and he is a constant inspiration to
all those interested in our alumni affairs.
Former F aculty Memb er Dramatizes Book

Miss Lillian K. Sabine for several years
teacher of rhetoric at I. S. N. U. has recently
dramatized W. D. Howell's famous novel, "The
Rise of Silas Lapham." The publisher is Samuel French, 25 W. 45th St., New York City.
Price 75c. In a letter to President Felmley
Miss Sabine tells of this recent work and says
that she would Eke it to reach some of her old
pupils at Normal who are now out in the field.
Miss Sabine was at Normal from 1911 to 1916.
Her students of these years a nd others inter ested in dramatic presentations may find one
solution to the oft repeated query "\N'hat Shall
we present this time?" by sending for this
play. Miss Sabine, a gra dua te of the University
of Michigan, is making her ho~e at llS M ontague St., Brooklyn, N. Y., with Dr. Eliza M .
Mosher, who was her dean when she was a
student at Ann Arbor. Miss Sabine says, "I
think often of my friends at Normal. It is
a great school.''
Attend and S peak at Meeting .

Miss A lice J can Patterson, Nature Study,
1liss Mable Ripley, Geography; Dr . R. G. Buzzard, head of the geography department, and

seven men students attended the meeting of
the Amer ican Association for the Advancement
of Science held in Nashville, Tenn., during t he
Christmas holidays. Miss Patterson read a
paper on "T he Progr ess of Nature Study in
Illinois," before the depar tment of Nature
Study. Six of the students attended the geography department meetings with Miss Ripley
and Dr. Buzzard and one of the students attended the meetings of the chemistry division.
Dr. Buzzard and the sti:dents visited Mammoth
Cave, Ky., on the way ho.me.
Miss A nthonette Durant Still at Platteville

Miss Anthonette Durant, one time critic
teacher for the seventh and eighth grades at
I. S. N . U., has been teaching in the Stat e
Teacher s' College at Platteville, \N'is., for the
past eighteen year s.
Prof. D eck e r D elive rs Lecture

Prof. Chas. E. Decker, assistant professor of
education, has prepared an illustrated lecture
called "The Land of Evangeline," which he has
delivered before a number of groups in this
v,c,n,ty. Prof. Decker graduated from a Normal School in Nova Scotia and so brings much
of his material from personal contact a nd
knowledge of the country, thus enhancing the
interest and value of his lecture.
Miss Lee Pre sident o f Kinde r garten A sso ciation

Miss Margaret E. L ee, head of the I. S. N . U.
Kindergarten Department, is president of the
Illino is State Kindergarten-Primary Association. On December third this organization and
the Central Council of Childhood Education
held a joint meeting in Chicago at which Miss
Lee presided.
P rof. S on-enson Addreue s Conve ntion

Prof. Fred S. Sorrcnson gave an address on
"T he Rules of Cade nce" at the national convention of the American Association of T eachers of Speech held in Cincinnati last December.
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Attend Vocational Education Meeting

Miss Jessie Rambo, professor of home econo mics, Miss Mary Buc11, instructor in foods,

and Prof. A. W . Dragoo of the :Manual Ar ts
Department, attended the meeting of the Illinois Society for Vocational and Practical Arts
Education held in Chicago last November.
Prof. Clayton H. Staples, head of the art depar tment, attended the same meeting and delivered a n address on "Art in Our S tate Normals."

structor in th e Home Economics Department
will be interested to know that she was mar'.
ricd December 23, at her home in Grandvie
Texas, to Mr. Stephen Wiley Seale of
zales, Tex.
nAfter leaving I. S. N. U. Miss Flamso
taught foods in the Southwest Texas Stat
Teachers College at San Marcos, Texas.
was while teaching here that Miss F lamson tnet
Mr. Seale.
The young people will make their home in
Gonzales, T exas.

c/'
r:

Prof. Adams Takes on Additional W ork

Prof. Howar d W. Adams, head of the chemistry department, besides attending to his teaching duties at I. S. N. U. will take charge of the
laboratory that is to be oper a ted in connection
with the new sewage disposal plant in illoom ington. His duties w ill begin in the spring.
Former Spanish Instructor Visits I. S. N. U.

Mr. Alejandro Rivadeneira, former Spanish
instructor in this institution, has been visiting

fr iends in Bloomington and Normal for the past
week. A dinner was given at Fell Hall in his
honor on Wednesday, Jan. 11.
Mr. Rivadeneira has not been teaching this
year and is planning to return to his home in
Chile within a short time.
Vidette.
Dr. Cooper Succeeds Dr. Robbins

Dr. Rachel M. Cooper is t he new school
doctor. She is the successor to Dr. Emma E .
Robbins, w ho has left Nor mal in order to continue work in the field of medicine.
Dr. Cooper was born o n a farm near Danville, Ill. She r eceived her early education in
the schools of Vermilion county and her high
school education in D enver, Colo.
She is a gr aduate of the medical college of
the U niversity of Illinois.
For the last fifteen years Dr. Cooper has been
engaged in the general practice of medicine i:1
Aurora.
During this time she has fr equently
tak en special courses in Chicago and St. Louis,
and spent one whole year in the \~'omen's and
Children's hospital in Chicago.
Greetings From Former T eacher

Miss Mary Bell, former seventh grade critic
and at present counselor for the junior high
school at Long Beach, Cali!c,,rnia, sends g r eetings and best wishes for the New Year to
Normal friends.

Prof. R. G. Buzzard Back From
Atlantic City

Meetillf

Prof. R. G. Buzzard returned Sunday e~ening from Atlantic City, New Jersey, where he
de livered an address before the geography section of the New Jersey State T eachers' as~ociation in joint session with the New Jersey
Council of Geography Teachers on the topic,
" Field Work as a Tool in Teacher Training."
Mr. Buzzard left Normal last Wednesday evening for A tlantic City. He visited Friday night
and Saturday w ith Prof. Harley P. Milstead,
State Normal school, Upper Montclair, New
Jersey. Professor Milstead is an alumnus of
this school and a former assistant in the geography department her e. On Saturday Professor Buzzard visited the American M useum of
Natural H istory in New York City.
- The Vidette,
Nov. 16, 1927.
Articles in "Illinois Teacher"

Professors Hacker, Staker, and Buzzard have
all r ecently furnish ed articles for issues of "The
Illinois Teacher," the official publicat ion of the
Illinois State Teachers Association.
Prof. Staples Exhibited Pictures.

At the invitation of the Bloomington Art
Asociation Prof. Clayton Henri Staples arranged a splendid exhibition of his works in
oil, water color, and pencil in the Russell Art
Gallery of the Vl1ithers Public Library in
Bloomington. The exhibition opened on December 31 and closed on January 16. On New
Year's afternoon from 3 to 5 o'clock the Bloomington Art Association gave an informal te.a in
t he gallery, at which time Mr. Staples was the
honor guest. During the afternoon he talked
in an interesting manner about the pictures, the

parts of the country in which they were painted, the colors used, and the general composi·
tion, balance, and atmosphere of p ictures.

Former Ins tructor Marries

Friend• of Miss Gladys Fla mson, former in-

Mr. Staples does sunlight scenes with much
vividness but he seems to prefer to paint in
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he morning before the grey mists so frequ ent
the sea coast have bee n dispelled by the

1
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sun, "In the morning and evening hours," he
sa)'Si "nature is more mysterious and roman•

tic."
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The paintings and drawings portrayed scenes
about Bloomington, Nor mal, Funk's Grove,
Peoria and Booth Bay Harbor, Maine, t hus
giving var iety of subject, colo r, and atmosphere
to the exhibition.

UNIVERSITY FOR THE QUARTER
Grand President Visits Theta Alpha Phi

prof. C. L. Menser, g rand president of Theta
Alpha Phi, national ho norary dramatic fraternity, ,·isited the I. S. N. U. chapter in Decem·
bcr. Prof. Menser is head of the dramatic department at Knox College, Galesburg, Illinois.
The I. S. N. U. a nd Wesleyan Chapters joined
in a d inner at which Prof. Menser was the
honor guest.
Dr. Ridgley Back for a Visit

Dr. D. C. Ridgley, former head of the geography depar tme n t, visited Normal in Nove1nber
and told the student body of the first cruise
of the Floating University. He sa id t hat the
first trip was undoubtedly a success a nd he believes the 1928 cruise promises even greater re•

wards to both students and faculty . D r. Ridgley expects to sail with the second cruise next
September.
District P. T . A. at The University

The Sixth District of the Illinois Council of
Parent-Teache r Associations held its annual
meeting in the University A uditorium on November I. M r s. A. R. vVilliams of N o rmal is
regional director of this district which includes
the counties of l\kLean, Livingston, Ford and
Iroquois.
Philadelphians Again Successful.

Phila delphia again won the Phil-Wright contest, thus taking t he honors for the third consecutive year.
Other Contests To Be Held

The Edwards Medal Contest date is F ebruary I. The Livingston Cup Cont est comes
the following night, February 2. Ther e is

one school has taken all of the three prizes
offered.
Elizabeth Ashfor d took the first prize of
seventy-five dollars; Annis Clark, t he second
prize, fifty do llars; and Verna Guthoff, the
third prize of twenty-five dollars.
Last year, 1926, Dorothy Hibarger took first
prize, Lena Scranton third, and Violet Hurst
first honorable mention, all of I. S. N . U.
This contest is cond ucted by the Amer ican
School Citize nship League and is the only one
in the world that includes all the teacher
training schools. The purpose of the league
is to promote international good will, and it
has been attempting this for · the la st eighteen
years thro ugh the world "Teacher a s an Agent
for International Goodwill." Although this is
the first time I. S . N . U. has taken all thr ee
prizes, she has a remarkable histor y in connect ion with the contest.
At present Normal stands first in the record
of prizes in the wo rld. In 1912 this institution
took second prize; in 1918 first prize; in 1919,
fi rst honora ble m ention; in 1922. second prize;
in 1926, first and third prizes and first honorable
mention; and in 1927, the fir st three prizes. In
t he last two years five of the six money prizes
offered have been taken by st udents of Normal
a nd one honorable mention.
The school ranking closest to our own is the
Lawson Normal school of Maryland. It took
fir st, second, and third honorable mention in
1927, and has ranked first for a number of
years. T he Furzedown Teachers' Training Col·
lege of London comes next.
This work o n essays is done in Prof. G. M.
Palmer's classes in advanced exposition. An
inter esting fact about the essays submitted this
year is that Professor Palmer had r anked t hem
in the same order that the judges did.

much interest in both events and many w ere

the t ry-outs before the contestants could be
chosen.
I. S. N. U. Students Win in Essay Contes t
The English department of I. S. N . U. has
broken the record in the history of t he annual
world peace essay contest . For the fi r st time

Much c redit for the success o f the students in
their essays contest must be g iven to Prof.
G. M. P a lmer, I. S. N. U. 1899. As head of the
E nglish depar tment Prof. Palmer is indefatigable in his demands and his ever-helpful criticism is the basis for the excellence of the work
of his students.
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Fres hmen fro m All Five Colle ge Districts

the history of the organiza tion. This Year
has been marked by return to the Universi
of a noticeabl e large number of former Ille t)
bers who have been teaching. The men of t~·
Club have been happy indeed to welcome bac~
to its various events this year ma ny men Who
are out teaching. Come often.
Our H ome-com ing Banquet was held in th
boy's play-room in the Thomas Metcalf build~
ing Saturday evening October 21, at 6 :30 P.
m. Mr. Christian Harpster , Presiden t of the
club served as toastmas ter. Maurice Graff gave
a toast of welcome to g uests. The r esp0nse
was given by E rnest Dickey.
Presiden t David Felmlcy pointed out the im.
portance of the Varsity Club's work and em.
phasized the fact that it was concerne d chiefly
with the desirable side of social fraternity work.
The banquet room was beautiful ly decorated
the tables with re<l and white and windows
with evergreen s. Gofor th's B lack and Gold Orchestra furnished the music.
T he Varsity Club again sponsor ed the
Christma s ser vice on Sunday af ternoon, December 11, 1927, in the Universi ty Auditorium.
A large number attended and apprecia ted fully
this wonderfu l service. Mrs. Reeder of B loomington wa s at the Pipe Organ. The invocation
was given by the Rev. Mr. S. P. Archer of the
Methodi st Church of Normal. A quar tet consisting of Mr. and Mrs. Admire, Mrs. Ranseyer,
and Mr. Miller brought the spirit of Christmas
to the service in songs. The Christma s message
for the afternoon was given by the R ev. Mr.
Durden of the Baptist church of Bloomington. Art istic decoratio ns tr ansforme d the stage
into a mass of beauty.
Our annual banquet for t he football game was
held at Fell Hall Tuesday evening, December
12. Bob Reitsch, Captain of the Western Conference champion s football team delivered the
pr incipal talk of the evening. He told us that
Big Ten football was the same kind of football
that you find elsewher e except for the "Decoration. " He point ed out t he value of giving
service to your school. Mr. Felmley gave an
interestin g and appreciat ed talk on athletics in
gen~ral.
The fall formal d2nce was held at Fell Hall.
Our winter ter m formal dance will pr obably
be held at the Spanish Gardens, Ensenber ger's
Building, Blooming ton. The <late is February
18. Rememb er that former Varsity Club men
are most cordially invited back t o attend this
and all other functions which the club spon·
sors.
In all t his has been a pleasant and prosper ous
year.

F r eshmen enter ing the Normal universit y in
the fall term come from 274 different high
schools, accordin g to statistics compiled by
Presiden t David Felmley. The largest registration comes from Blooming ton with a n enrollment of 25; and next comes Universi ty high
school with an enrollme nt of 22; and Normal
Commun ity high school with IS.
Other enrollme nts are Streator with 12,
Springfie ld an<l Saybrook each with 8, Amboy
and E. St. Louis each with 7, Gibson City with
6, Freeport , Pont iac, El Paso, Minier and Watseka each with 5.
The Normal school board last year divided
the state into five teacher's college distr icts,
each r eprescr.ti ng the sphere of influence of
one t eacher's college, with the expectati on that
the institutio n would restrict its advertising,
its organiza tions of contests in debating, public speaking , music and athletics t o the par ticular territory assigned.
It now appea~s that of the 571 freshmen enrolled, 369 have come from the central t erritory allotted to this school, 60 from t he northern ter ritory, 43 from the eastern, 24 fror.i the
southern , Si from the western and 24 from
out of the state.
Of the 274 high schools represent ed, 141 are
in the central territory, 43 from the northern , 24
from the eastern, 13 in the southern , 30 in the
west ern, and 24 out of the state.
The age of this school, now in its seventyfirst year, its central location, and the variety
of courses offered will continue to attract students from every part of the state, in spite of
the limit placed upon advertisi ng activities.
-The Vidette.
School Orga n iza tions

It has been the custom of the Alumni Quarterly to make the February number a school
organiza tion number. The staff invites each
organiza tion in the Universi ty to write an upto·date letter to their alumni friends. Most of
the groups respond very promptly an<l willingly
to our r equest and the folowing reports and
lett ers a re t he r esult of o ur invitation th is
year.
VARSIT Y CLUB.
Former students, ex-memb ers of the Varsity
Club and the Alumni, we take this means of
extending to you cordial greetings and of informing you of Varsity Club activities this year.
With the growth of our school has come an
extenua tion of what we feel are our duties.
Our fall initiation was one of the largest in
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The Je,ters

Just as the Renaissance swept Eur ope sev1 centuries ago so is Normal experiencing a
~oaissance 1n
. dramas. "Particpatlon
..
by a It"·1s
'~e motto and excellent results are being mani:,st under the competent supervision of Miss
\Terna Grubbs.
The Jesters met this year the second week of
chool. A committee began to draw up a new
sonstitution so as to eliminate the possibilities
dissention over what the requirements of the
organization should be. In the new constitution
the requirements of Theta Alpha Phi, the honorary National dramatic fraternity, were "split
in two", thereby making the Jesters a stepping
stone to Theta Alpha Phi. The Jesters consider all petitions for membership for any kind
of work, done for the sake of dramatics.
There has been one intiat,on this year. Six
students petitioned the organization and all
were accepted. Initiation ceremonies, formal
and informal, were held in the Metcalf building.
Rrefreshmco.ts were served. That assures you
that a good time was had by the active members.
The play co mmittee, as reported by Miss
Louesa Keys, Chairman, selected the following
plays during the year.

:f

a.
b.
c.
d.
e.

Finders K eepers.
The Ghost Story.
Vengeane of Hello-Hello (Hughes).
The Heart of Old Kentucky (Hughes).
The Brink of Silence.
f. A Night at an Inn.

"Finders Keepers" proved a success as an
amateur one-act production. Walker Wyman,
president of the organization, directed the play.
The Jesters expect to produce it in General Assembly on February the sixteenth.
By choosing the two plays by Hughes,
"Vengeane of Hello-Hello" and "The Hear t of
Old Kentucky" t he committee thinks it is taking a progressive step. These plays are written in poetry, expressing the life of common
people in a common way. A lapse of time is
shown, not by the division into scenes but by
one character who relates to the audience that
a certain number of years have elapsed and
tells of t he events that have passed long since.
"The Night at an Inn," will undoubtedly call
forth some initiative, some dramatic ability, and
insight in its production. Those of you familiar
with the play know that it is diffic ult.
The Jesters, r ealizing that they are an organization of students who are interestea in
dramatics strive to serve the school and in so
doing provide training for teachers who will go

out into the schools of Illinois to direct plays
of their own. We r ealize that there is much to
be done in furthering dramatics in communities,
consequently the work that we do in directing,
acting and seeing one act plays will serve as
the basis. One-act plays can be produced in atlY
school. A dramatic club can be produced in any
community.
So the Jester s with their motto, "Participation
by all", with their new insight into the r ealm
of drama, look forward to a year -of constructive and harmonious endeavor under the sponsorship of Miss Helen Bryant, art instructor.
May we learn: may we do : may we inspire.

P. E. CLUB
The Physical Education Club of I. S. N . U.,
whose membership is composed of women majoring in physical education, is now in its fourth
year, being organized in 1924.
During the fall and winter at the regular
meetings held every thir d Thursday of the
month, three members give talks or papers on
current subjects of special interest and information to those engaged in physical education
work. These are follo•Ned by questions and
discussions by the whole club. Thru the spr ing
campcraft is to be studied; and it is planned
to spend one week-end at Camp Lantz. Much
of the inter est is due to the helpful and inspiring effort s of the sponsor, Miss Edna F. Munr o, head of the department of women's physical
education.
The social as well as professional side has its
activities. In the Home-Coming Parade, the
club joined with the W. A. A. in arranging a
float. At that time alumni and present members met at a camp fir e breakfast o n the south
campus. A weiner roast, a noon picnic, and a
taffy pull we r e enjoyed during the fall.
T he officers are President, Miss Alice Carlson; Secretary, Ruth Parrish; Reporter, Beatrice Baird.
y_ M. C. A.

There is one organization at I. S. N . U. which
thinks its purpose to be the moral betterment
of the school, or we may say to keep the school
at the fair standard it now holds. This organization is the Y. M. C. A.
It is not nationally famous even though it
does belong to the national organization as
well as the state of Illinois from which it receives suggestions and help in carrying out its
aim.

The organization has he ld occasional meetin gs
in which prominent, local business men, a lso
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members of our faculty and students, have
spoken on religious topics which should be of
interest t o all who call themselves Christians.
Special appeals arc always extended to all the
men of the school, including the faculty.
The "Y" Cabinet is especially thinking of
bringing some famous orator on religion

to

this school who will speak to the entire st u•
dent body.
Each year it is the plan of the Y. M. C. A.
to send delegates to the national convention

held at Geneva, \,Visconsin, and to the sec•
tional meeting of the state, usually held at
Illinois \.Vcsleyan for this division.
MANUAL ARTS CLUB

Another very prosperous year is in progress
for the Manual Arts Department of I. S. N. U.
Mr. Newell, professor of Manual Arts, has led
this department to a l~vcl of higher standards
having obtained much material an<l many accessories which go to make a complete l\{anual
Arts shop. Mr. Dragoo also deserves much ere.
dit for bringing. about bigger and better voca•
tional training at Normal.
Another sure sign of higher standards in
this department is the increased enrollment in

classes. Every course in this department has
been repeated this year.
The field of work has been increased very
g reatly since the department was founded. This
broadening has been especially noticeable in
r ecent years.
The following courses are being taught in this
department: Bcnchwork, Electrical Construction, Lathe Work, Furniture Construction by
the Factory Method, Elementary Woodwork,
Teaching and Organization of Manual Arts;
Mechanical, :Machine a nd Architectural Draw·
ing; Sheet Metal Drafting, Principles and History of Manual Arts, Wood Finishing and Furniture Desig ning and Construction. Of these,
the courses in E lectricity and Wood Finishing
are the newest.
Quite often an alumnus of this department

The Manual Arts Club, whose membersh·
consists of students who ha vc taken one 'P
more of the manual arts courses, is the acti or

organization r epresen ting the _Manual Arts Dve
partment. This club holds monthly meetings ~llfr. . ' ewcll's offices, speakers being broug~n
from outside and from the student body in It
S. N. N., to talk . on matters of interest and
use to club members.
The Manual Arts Club has also had a sue.
cessful year, having been led by very competent
officers and its sponsor, Mr. Newell.

oi

Dear Alumni Readers,
The time is now at hand when the chronicler
must r ecord the history of that grand old
\.Yrighton ian Society, at the mention of whose
name the hearts of thousands of I. S. N. lJ.
alumni beat faster with a love and loyalty that
is not surpassed by the sent iments they cherish
for their Alma Mater.
The election of M isses I da Pettit and Ruth
Pollard as presidents for the fall a nd winter
terms respectively, gave to the society that
solidity of foundation which is necessary to all
that ends well.
The society expressed t heir best judgment in
the selection of Inter-Society Contestants.
Y cs, Wright gave with good grace to the rivals the literary contest, but defeat does not discourage her. She will be out again next year
with her fighting spirit to fly her colors from
the flagpole on the old I. S. N. U .
··
We all look with just pride toward the record made by \.Vrightonia thus far. As usual,
she furnished her quota of the debaters and
the staff of the literary publications.
With loyalty as their motto the Wrightonians
have made their society stand for somet hing in
the life of the school.
·
The good old ship is sound as ever and with
the purple and gold flying from the mast It' will
soon be ready for her next year's cruise.

All hail to Wrightonia !

"steps in" for a visit and to renew acquaintances

SCIENCE CLUB.

and not infrequently, Mr. Newell receives let·
tcrs from "old grads" of this department.
Mr. Newell has written a text-hook and is

T he purpose o f the Science Club is to culti-

now working o n another.

Lumber" was
and is being
being used in
I. S. N . U.,

·His "\~Tood

and

out about the first of December,
widely advertised. This book is
the Manual Arts Department at
and we will a lso use the book

which he is working on, "Co loring and Finish-

ing Wood." Both books arc published by the
Manual Arts Press at Peoria.

vate and foster interest in science aniong its
members, to keep its members informed regarding recent advances in science and to·stimulate its members to pursue intensively some

lines of scientific study in advance of · the immediate requirements o f the class room.

Some interesting programs have been g iven
this year. Among them are: "My Trip to
Arizona," by Pres. David Felmley; "The
Mounds at Lewistown" by Mario n Harvey, a
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ember of the Community High School facn;tY. and "Synthetic Drugs" by Dr. Koten of
•~ department of chemistry of Ilinois \1/csley1 e 'l'he next lecture will be "Recent
Bone
surgery'' by Dr. Peairs of l\'ormal.

•"·

Twenty five new members were taken in at

the last meeting.
The State Academy of Science is to be the
uest of \1/esleyan and Normal in the spring
;nd the club is looking forward to this visit w ith
rnuch pleasure.

The present officers of t he club a r c :
president- Miss Bertha Royce.
Vice-President- Vera Lakemiller.
Secretary-Treasurer-Mae M. Lake.
PH ILADELPHIA

We all have cause to look back with pride
upon the r ecord made by the Philadelphian society in contests as well a s other literary events
; 11

the past four years, having won twenty of

the possible twenty-eight inter-society contest
divisions during this time. \1/henever the call
came Philadelphia r esponded with its "going
on spirit .JI

Six of these po ints were won in 1925 when
our society was under the leadership of Miss
Frances Oxford, Mrs. Lucille Chiddix and Miss
Flora Seass as presidents. During this same
year Phila delphia contributed four members to
the debate squad, two contestants in the Livingston c up cont est and won both honors in the
Edwards Medal contest, after which M iss Cora
Norwood won fi r st in the s.ate reading contest.
In t he year 1926, victory r emained the slogan, watchword and goal of P hiladelphia. In
this year five of the seven inter-society contest
points were ours.

Further, we continued to

"go on" after the contest by contr ibuting five
of the six Edwards medal contestants, two of
whom were winners and the winner of the L iv•

ingston cup. Consequently the three people
representing Illinois State Normal University
in the state contest were a ll Philadclphians.
In 1927 t he same high standard of efficiency
was maintained in the society by suc cessfu!ly
mastering every literary event of the year that
she entered. For the thir d consecutive year
members of Philadelphia won the Edwards
Medals and the Livingston Cup and as a r esult
had the privilege of representing I. S. N . U. in
the state contest held at Macomb. This wor k
was carried on under t he direction of M iss Jean

Reineke, M r. Robert Bishop and Miss Grace
Williams acting as presidents for the three
terms.

In the short time that has passed in the
year 1928 our success has continued under the
leadership of Mr. Mark Mooney as pr esident.
The efficiency of the society was further proven
by the winning of five of the seven inter -society
contest points this year.
A part of this success has been clue to the
high standards of t he society in that o nly students of talent; good character and high scholarship arc admitted to active membership. But

as ever y ship that makes a successful journey
must have a far -seeing pilot, so has Philadelphia
been guided, advised and d irected in making
these record years. It was t hrough the unlimited energy, thoroughness, iutercst, efficiency

and spirit of our sponsor, Mr. G. M . Palmer,
and the honorable work of our presidents that
Philadelphia a t tained its glorious success in the
past four years and is still "gumg on" as she is.

KAPPA DELTA Pl

Kappa Delta Pi is a national honorar y scholastic fraternity. Mu chapter was installed at
I. S. N . U . on March 4, 1922. Since that time
the chapt er has init iated into membership a
few more than two hundred people.
T he purpo~e of the organization is "to inculcate and encourage in its members a higher de-

g ree of social service. To this end it m a intains the highest educational ideals, and fosters fellowship, scholar ship and achievement in
educational work. 11
To promote better scholarship Mu chapter
presents a gold medal t o the sophomore of I.
S. N. U. who has the highest scholastic average for the first two years of ,vork in this
school. This medal is a warded in the spring.
Besides the regular business meetings :Mu

chapter occasionally holds a social meeting. A t
one such meeting last winter the Reverend Mr.

Durden of the F irst Baptist church of Bloomington, gave an illustrated lecture on "English
Customs" to the members who gathered in

Fell Hall. Mr. H . H. Schroeder, chapter counselor, gave a talk on philately at one of the
meetings this winter. Mu chapter also holds a
reunion and banquet twice a year, at Homecoming and Commencement times.
On F ebruary 29 and 30 Kappa Delta Pi will
hold a national convocation at Boston. Mr.
Schroeder is planning to represent the local
chapter at this meeting. Mu chapter has a lso
sent an exhibit for the convention.

W.A.A.
The Women's Athletic Association has been
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very busy this year.
were elected :
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The following officers

President-Bernice Cooper of Aurora, Illinois.
Vice-president-Juanita Byers of Decatur,
Illinois.
Recording Secretary-Grace Watts of Peru,
Illinois.
Corresponding Secretary-Mable
Sage of
Normal. Illinois.
Treasurer-Clelia Daly of Armington, Illinois.
Social Chairman-Esther French of Fort
Wayne, Indiana.
Student Council-Ethel Sharp of St. Francisville, Illinois; Ruth Sage of Normai, Illinois.
Miss Marguerit Field is the sponsor this year.
She is t aking Miss Florence E. McKinley's
r.,lace. Miss McKinley is now head of the physical education department at the Winona State
Teacher's Coulege, Winona, Minnesota.
One of the most outstanding features of our
year has been the dropping of the point system.
This step has been taken by a few of the schools
belonging to the A. C. A. C. W. (Athletic
Conference of American Coll~ge Women) who
believe that play for points' sake is taking the
place of play for play's sake. Formerly awards
were given on the numbers of points a girl rereceived. Now the awards are given on an honorary basis. A committee composed of all the
N women in school and two faculty members
from the physical education staff form an "N"
Board" which decides upon the receivers of the
N. These N's will be presented at a banquet
held at the end of the winter term. The only
other award is the placing of one or more N
woman's name or names on the bronze tablet
hung in the front lobby pf the women's division of the Felmley gymnasium. Mable Sage is
the only name on the tablet at present. The
receivers of t his award are decided by a committee composed of three students and four
faculty members, two of whom are not m embers of t he physical education staff. This
award is made at Camp Lantz each spring.
Membership in W. A. A. is now open to all
the girls enrolled who go out for some activity,
take the pledge and pay the annual dues. It
is hoped that this new system will cause more
girls to come out for sports and that W . A. A.
will be of benefit to more people.
W. A. A. has had plenty of social activity
this year. Besides the homecoming banquet and
hockey game, we have had a hare and hound
chase, a boy-girl party, a Christmas all school
dance and will have a valentine kid party, winter term banquet, bob-sled party, spring term

all school dance, and our Camp Lantz trip, \\I
A. A . now owns a camping outfit so many
·
ings will be held this spring. W . A. A. has ~Ut·
more out for sports this year that it has had
in the last few years. In basketball this w·ad
ter we are having an inter-color team tour •n.
h
.
na.
ment, mter- o use games, 1nter-curricular garn
and inter-class games. Our motto has be Cs
"E• very g1r
. I w h o comes
·
en
out w1·11 be on a team"
The sports offered by W. A. A. this year a~
hockey, soccer, t ennis, dancing, volley ball, hik~
ing, basketball, archery, golf, horseback riding
swimming, bowling and baseball. W . A. A, i;
trying to get a five-ho le golf course laid out on
the south campus. The girls still swim at the
Y. W. C. A. pool in Bloomington. Alice Bonar
who r eceived her degree here in '27, is th;
director of the Y. W. C. A. The horses for
horseback riding are rented at reduced rates
from the Miller academy.
Last spring two delegates went to the Na.
tional A. C. A. C. W. Conference at Cornell
University, Uthica, New York. This year we
hope to have delegates at the sectional conference to be held at Columbus, Ohio. W. A. A.
is a:so planning to assist the Girl's Athletic Association of U. H igh with a play day in the
spring.
HIERONYMOUS CLUB.
Fellow Alumni:
We, the members of the Hieronymous club,
with our motto, "Every member a worker/'
have tried t o carry out some very interesting
and helpful plans during the year 1927-28.
Some of the problems which we discussed
were "Rural vs. Urban Health," "Mar keting
Problems and Fann Income," "What the Community Expects of Me," "Learning by Seeing,"
and others.
Dr. R. E. Hieronymous came to see us on his
birthday, and gave a very interesting address
on "Schools of Illinois."
The play "Icebound" was given by our members on March 9, and proved a great success.
We had several social affairs among the most
interesting our initiation and the Valentine party.
We have to thank you for bringing the Hier·
onymous club to the campus of I. S. N. U. and
we trust that we have lived up to the ideals
which you had in mind.
May the Hieronymous club live on and on and
on--NATURE STUDY CLUB
Dear Friends :

Did you know that the Na-

Tm;

ture Stu<lr club members were rc:i1 "tramps"

this fall? \Ve sure were but the weather man
s oiled some of o ur plans. Just the same we
p d a good time indoors and had our ''hand
I13
.
we expect
11s sprmg
ts" in paper parcc Is. Tl.
ou return to our ,;trampy" "vays again.
.
10
At }lomccon1111g ,,·e had a breakfast for all
present and former club members. There were
fifty at the breakfast and st ill more to attend
he short program. \Ve have a new Nature
~tu<ly Club song and we sang it for the fir st
tiine at this meeting.

,Ir. F elmlcy talked on "Arizona" at our firs t
regular meeting and he illustrated his talk with
nunicrous pictures. 1Ir. Decker talked at one
rnecting on i.Thc Land of EYangclinc" and
used many fine slides. At our last meeting
:\fr. Brigham spoke on "Some P hases of "1ature Study of Interest to Rural Schools." Ile
brought some fine suggestions concerning bird
houses and insect mountings using the real
materials to explain his talk.
At the present time there arc over fifty members. The officers arc :
\/ era Sakcmillcr-P rcsidcnt.
Mac Lake- Vice-Presiden t.
Mary Higgins-Secr etary.
Frank Smith-Treas urer.
,fiss Alice Jean Patterson-Sp onsor.
When the \\'Cat her is more favorable \\'C
expect to take

0

star trips" a nd

11
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tramps".

At

one meeting \\'C want ~Iiss Patterson to g ive
the talk she gave before the Katurc Study
Society of America. Our good friend, Miss
Ruth Bozarth who is teaching in New · H ampshire, expects to collect some mountain vegetation this spring and send it to us, so at one
meeting s tudents will give talks on these f orms.

Arc you a friend of our club and a r e you
having some interesting Nature Study experiences? If so \\'C \\'0111<1 be delighted to get a
letter from you telling about it.
\Ve hope to hear from you and to sec you
next 1-lomccomnig.

THE NEWMAN CLUB
The Newman Club was organized at I. S. N.
U. in 1924. Its purpose \\'as to promote closer
relationships hct\\'een the Catholic and NonCatholic students on t he campus. During the
first thr ee years of its existence the Club was
small and inactive, but d uring the present school
)'car it has made rapid progress all to the credit of our capable sponsor, l\f iss Kinsella, a
former student of I. S. N. U.
Ouring the present year meetings have been
held c,·ery t\\'o weeks. .'\t t hese meet ings in-

teresting programs have been given by students
outside of t he club and by club members. The
membership of the club numl,crs some 85 stu-.
dents and six faculty members or their wives.
At Homecoming a br eakfast was served at
the Roland Tea Rooms for the H omccomers
and students. There were 88 in attendance. A
club dance \\'as held at Trinity Hall and a card
party at t he K. of C. club home in B loomington
for the members and plans a r e being made for
a nother card party, a joint meeting with the
Lutheran club, and also for another dance before school closes.
The officers of the club arc:
Jeffrey S. P ower-Presid ent.
Dorr ell Kilduff-Vice -president.
F lorence Mor rissey-Secre ta ry.
Flor ence Comisky- Treasurer.

JUNIOR CLASS
The Junior Class met in Room 12 September
29, 1927 a nd e lected its officers for the present
school year.
Mr. Mark Mooney was elected president and
Mrs. Ora Zehren, secretary. Mr. Beyer was
chosen class sponsor.
T here arc ninety members of the J unior class.
During the Fall term representativ es of this
class gave a program during General Exercises
in the Study Hall. T he Junior Class is proud
to claim as one of its members, Miss Elizabeth
Ashford who won the World's Essay Contest.

THETA ALPHA PHI
Theta Alpha P hi is the only national honor~ry dramatic frat ernity on the campus. I t is
the highest honor t he college actor can attain. The Illinois Delta cha1>ter which was installed at I. S. N. U. is the sixty-first chapter
of the fraternity.
A t hree-act satire "Beggar on Horseback,"
produced by Theta Alpha Phi and the Jesters
on January 20, was so well liked that a second
per formance was demanded. Because of t he
tremendous lighting and staging problem in
producing t his play I. S. N. U. is the only uni,·ersity of its size to produce it as yet.
Under the skillful direction of Miss Verna
E. Grubbs, the fraternity sponsor, the university is assured of several m ore plays of qualit y.
A var ied play program this season includes "The
Bride," "Beggar on Horseback," "Icebound,"
"The \Vhitehcaded Boy, " and "The Enemy,"
which will be produced during commencement
\\'Cek.
T\\'o members of the fraternity are dir ecting
t\\'O full length plays in the high school. Miss
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Louesa Keys is directing for the Junior s, "The
Romantic Age,' and Miss Goldie B. Baker is
directing for the Seniors "Alice Sit-By-TheFire."
Officers
Goldie B. Baker-President.
Burton Yount- Vice-president.
Jane Money-Secretary.
Velma Horn-Treasurer.
Mark Mooney-Student Council.
Verna Grubbs-Sponsor.
Active Members

Donald Bohyer , Harry E. Fry, John Robinson, Ida Pettit, Walker \i\lyman, James Glasgow, Jeffrey Power, Christian Harpster, Donald Tar vin, Frank Weller, Forrest Tolley, Louesa Keys, Samuel Sullivan, Glen Tilbury, Ralph
Weber.
Honorary Members

Miss H inman, Mr. Sorrenson, M r. Linkins,
Miss Cooper, Mr. Palmer.

THE WOMEN'S LEAGUE
T he Women's League is a campus organization including all the women of I. S. N. U . It
is affiliated with the Illinois League of vVomen
Voters. The objectives of the Women's League are : to promote fellowship; to stimulate
participation in extra-curricular activities, especially on the part of the lower classmen; to
pr omote citizenship; and to bring speakers to
the campus who are interested in the problems
of the men and women of today.
For t he present year the following Forum
Program was arranged, in cooperation with
the Faculty Women's Club :
Dean Irma E . Voight, Ohio university"Assets and Liabilities."
"The I mperialism of Campus System."
"A Christian Personality."
Dr. Louse Dunbar, Champaign, Ill.41Woman's Participation in Government."
M r s. Spencer Ewing, Bloomington, Ill."Advcnturing."
Miss Edith Rockwood, Chicago, Ill."From Private Opinion to Public Action."
Miss Mary Ross Potter, Counsellor to \,Vomen, Northwestern university :
"Seeing Life Whole."
M rs. E . A. Turner, Normal, Ill."Women and the New Era."
The Women's League sent representatives to
the convention of the Illinois League of Women Voters held at Peoria, and plans to send
representatives to the national convention to
be held at Chicago in April.
The women a r e working very earnestly for

the realization of a club room or a social hall
which would provide a suitable place for all
meetings of the wotnen's organizations, and
informal lectures to a group of about two-hundred fifty student s. Such a r oom would also
be used for social activities on a small scale.
Dur ing the fall term the Women's League
and Varsity Club sponsored an all-school party.
In the winter term a party for all the girls is
given and the latter part of the spring term the
girls have a fo rmal dance.
The Women's League was organized three
years ago under the able leadership of D ean O.
L. Barton and r epresentatives of the fou r class
groups. The first president was Miss Ruth
Rittenour, and Miss Elizabeth Scott was t he
president last year.
The officers are elect ed by popular vote of
the women during the regular school election.
The officers for 1927-28 a r e: Miss Clara E.
\,Vhitfield, president ; M iss J anet Sancken, vice
president ; Miss Dorothy Cunningham, secr etary; and Miss Amelia Ockcl, treasurer. Miss
Barton is sponsor for the Women's League.
To former members of Lowell Mason,
Dear Friends :
We active member s of Lowell Mason wish
you all a very happy and prosperous New Year.
And while you arc all busy as bees giving
Young America the fundamentals of a musical
education per haps you now and then have a
fleeting thought for those of us who still stroll
up and clown the weary stairs with a little gold
G-clef nestling to o ur bosoms.
W e are trying hard this year to raise our
standards of work and to make Lowell Mason
one of the most prominently worth-while organizations on the campus. A large meeting was
held t he second week of school at which time
the following officers were elected: President,
Alta Gregory; vice-president, Hazel Bell; secretary, Ruth Pinkstaff ; and treasurer, Audrey
Arduser. Plans were also made and efficiently
carried out for the initiation of the freshmen.
You will be interested in knowing that part of
the initiation was in the form of a ver y beautiful, dignified and solemn ceremony, a service
which was permeated with the spir it of music.
A new feature of our year's program is "The
Music Box/' a department which appears in the
Vidette each week, and we a rc grateful to
P resident Felmley for this suggestion. The aim
of this department is not only to keep Lowell
Mason doings before the school body, but to
arouse a general student interest in musical
affairs of t he world. T his work is carried on
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a chief editor, assisted by individual membY
all of whom serve a one or two week
bers,

term.
The Lowell J\fason program was given in General Assembly last week. It consisted of sevral vocal and instrumental numbers woven m

e thread about a bachelor's reveries. We have
:11 been proud of the manner in which our
club has been represented m the many school
activities of the y ear. One of our members,
Grace Edwards Green, won first place in voice
in the recent Phil-Wright contest.
\.Yith fear and trembling in our hearts we
undertook to give a carnival dance this last
week, but we need never to ha vc worried, for

it was a huge success. We have not yet estimated our gains, but we know they were considerable. You will be happy to know that the
club members are almost one-hundred per cent
actire, and that is why success is attending
our broadening path.
We are all busy working in Mr. Westhoff's
Choral club, getting ready for another public
concert. Mr. Westhoff is just as dear, funny
and patient as always, and we love him increas-

ingly as the days pass. We are fortunate in
our sponsor Miss Blaine Boicourt, who is untiring in her efforts to help Lowell Masoners
achieve. And Miss Neiswanger is helping
greatly with her daily organ r ecitals, thus putting good music and great composers before
the student body.
1

We would cer tainly like to hear from you,
each and everyone. Tell us what you are doing
and how.

Yours, for more and better music,

Members of the Lowell Mason club.
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HOME ECONOMICS CLUB
Dear Alumni of H ome Economics Club:
I know you will be interested in hearing what
we have been doing since you left. We now
have a membership of fifty- seven. Our meetings are held every two weeks. We have endeavored to fulfill our purposes of affording an
opportunity for a closer friendship among the
girls of the department t hrough social activities,
of engaging lecturers to talk on topics relating
to the home and of bringing about cooperative
relationship between our club and other organizations in the school and community.
A get·acquainted party and a watermelon
feast welcomed the new m embers this year.
During the Christmas season a party was enjoyed by the members and the presents were
sent to the children at the Baby Fold and candy
and apples sent to the boys at Victory Hall.
Homecoming, an impo rtant event of the year, ·
gave an opportunity for club members to show
what they could do as hoboes. We won first
prize in the parade. That night a banquet was
served to the Homecomers and members of the
club. Later in the year the club cooperated
with the Hieronymous Club in serving a tea in
honor of Mr. Hieronymous.
The educational programs thus far have consisted of a demonstration by Miss Branch, representative for the Best Foods company, an
illust rated lecture on Linens a nd Laces by Miss
Thoene and Miss Cooper, a talk on ParentTeacher Associations by Mrs. A. R. Williams,
and an interesting talk on Pictures in the Home
by Prof. Clayton H. Staples with a discussion
of some of his own paintings which were on
exhibit at the Withers Library in Bloomington.
For the remainder of the year one meeting each
month is to be given over -to class programs.

THE ALUMNI
186S

A most interesting reply to the 1927 invitation to Homecoming was received from William
Florin of Highland. He said: Coming from my
Alma Mater this means a great deal t o me. I t
recalls my former school days together with
vivid recollections of my classmates and the
then-attending pupils. It almost seems like living those happy days over again. The cordiality of the invitation has the true ring of the
Sonnets of Heine, which always appeal to one's
inmost feelings. The period of my officering
was in the past. Although never robust I am
now frail and hence there is no "come back"

to be looked for in my case, yet standing in
the sunshine I can still throw a shade. Consequently I hang on to life as long as I am
permitted to live on borrowed time.

In sending regr ets to the 1927 Himecoming invitation Robert McCard of For t Worth, Texas,
said: During the months of July and August
each year I spe nd in California, and the rest of
the year I have to stay home and 'saw wood'
for a living. He also used an expression that
has long been obsolete in I. S. N. U . parlance.
That expression was "the Model Department."
But to those of us whose families have talked
"Old Nor mal" since the early days that t erm
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always used to distinguish the normal department from the "Old" High school is q uite familiar as it will be to a ll "old timers."
1880

Mary Parker Bixby (Mrs. H. H. Bixby) of
McPherson, Kan., sent $5.00 to the alumni
tr easurer in order to put her so far a head that
s he might never have to pay a gain. But she
adds, "I am still pretty healthy, so no one can
tell." \~l e hope she will enjoy this five dollars
worth of alumni and school news and will have
to send many more drafts for a like amount before she stops paying a lumni association d ues.
1883

Carrie E . Smith Turner (Mrs. C. I-1. Turner)
lives in Mt. Sterling, Illinois. She says time
passes swiftly "to us oldsters" but she is still
interested in I. S. N. U.
1892

The class of 1927 of the State Teacher s' College at Platteville, \ J\/isconsin, has recently presented t he school with a sple ndid portrait of the
late President Sutherland, who was an I. S. N.
U . g raduate in the class of 1892.
1895

John W. Fisher r esigned as superintendent of
schools at C::arlyle, Illinois, in 1906 and became
a farmer, but he is this year back in his o ld
school position.

Quarterly impressed m e very interestingly. Be
has certainly changed from the mustachio gen.
tlcman of my days a t Normal. Of course his
place in the alumni association and the interesting open letter at t he t ime of our class re.
union have made it possible to follow hirn
mor e closely than some of our classmates. I
was in Terre Haute in November ·and called
on Mr. and M rs. Bogardus. I t was a very de.
lig htful evening for me as I had not seen hir.
Bogardus for sixt een year s. Char les Whitten
came to E lgin to sp eak to o ur high school
par ent-teacher association a couple of year s ago
and I have seen him occasionally at the Chicago Normal club. Our son P hillip is in college and Marion, our fifteen year old baby, is a
junior in high school. As for me I keep busy
with my home and family, a garden which is
my special delight, and various club a nd civic
responsibilities.
I. N . \,Varner sent us several of t he alumni
notes this month. He says little about himself
hut he has been teaching at the Platteville
Teacher s' College for the past eighteen years
a nd nearly every summer fin ds him back on the
faculty at I. S. N. U. for one of the summer
terms. He says t hat t he Platteville State
T eacher s' College, in keeping w ith the current
movements in education, has applied for membership to become a "Class A" institution and

at the time of his writ ing every one was anxiously a,vaiting the offciat examiners.
1902

1899

Lydia Colby when sending her alumni associa tion dues ga ve us t he following information
about her plans. She said : I a m getting r eady
for a long planned trip to the Holy Land just
now. I sail with my sister and her husband on
the Mauretania, Februar y 21. We leave the
cruise and boat a t Alexandria, Egypt, spend
some time in Cairo a nd Luxor, and then proceed
by rail into the Ar abian peninsula, visit our
Congregational Mission stations in Turkey, then
on t o Jerusalem for Easter Sunday, a nd will
be in Constantinople by May first. F rom there
on we make our way Jcisurcly north, coming

back to the U. S. sometime next summer. Some day I am going back for Home Coming
at Normal.
1900

Genevieve Clark Dakin, 168 Villa St., Elgin,
Illinois, when sending her dues wrote a very in-

t eresting letter. She said in part : The picture
of Gus Baltz in the last number of the Alumni

The Crane E vening News published semimonthly by the st udents of the Crane Junior
High School in Chicago carried on their January 9th issue the following item that will be
of interest to classmates and fri ends of E. F.
Downey, '02.
Mr. E. F. Downey, our assistant principal, is
with us again for the third year. He is a true
product of Illinois, having been born, r ear ed
and educated in this state.
After graduating from the hig h school in
Magnolia, Illinois, he attended the Illino is State
Normal university at Nor mal, Illinois, for three
year s. Not being satisfied with his educational
attainment t h us far, he later attended the University of Chicago, and the Univer sity of Illinois, where he a cquired the degree of A. B·.
in 1909, and in 1910, r espectively.
Mr. Downey has had quite a unique experience, having fi r st taught in a country school
situated on an Illinois prairie where the teacher was also the cnginccr-custo<lia.11 1 and janitor.
The next few years he broadened his experience
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serving as principal of the high school at
bYf
1 an tcno, Illinois, and as principal of an ele~ientarY school_ at Cicero for five years. After
leaving the University of !lhnois, he scr~ed one
r as teacher of Physics and Chemistry at
~C:,v Trier Township High School and entered
the Chicago. schools in 1911, wl:cre he taught
successi,·ely in the Flower, Harrison and Crane
fligh schools. For the past eight year s, Mr.
Do\\'ney has been associated with Crane Junior
College as instructor in analytical chemistry.
Mr. Downey has also taught in Chicago evening school for some time, where he has made
hosts of fr iends. H e has the rare power of
making people feel at their ease and has a very
keen sense of humor, , vhich makes him very
popular among both students and fellow work-

ers.
Mr. Downey has worked up from his humble
beginning to his present position through hard
and diligent work. No doubt, however, his amiable charctcr and genial personality have helped
him in his progress. He is also active in helping the staff.
Margaret Schilling is teaching_ in the grade
schools of Freeport, Illinois, a position she has
he?d since the year of her graduation from
Normal.
1905

Freel T. Ulbrick is now head of the department of agr iculture in the State Teachers' College at Platteville, Wis. He has been t here
for the past fifteen years. He has now in preparation and almost, if not quite ready to print
a high scho9l text on "The T eaching of Agriculture." In preparing this work he employed
much material from his actual t eaching experience in his present department. Besides this
piece of masterful work, Prof. Ulbrick has also
written numerous special bulletins on many
phases of the teaching of agriculture.
1906

lvfina Hendrickson is this year finishing up a
good twenty years o r mo re o f continuous service as primary critic teacher in the Platteville

Teacher's College in Wisconsin. For the past
few years she has taught phonics and primary
reading in the summ er sessions at I. S. N. U .
One o f ::vliss Hendrickson's classmates, Mabel
Claire Stark taught geography at the Platteville
school for a short time some years ago.
1908

Herbert A. McKean is the superintendent of

a large consolidated school district at Orting.
vVash.. Mr. McKean retur ned to I. S. N. U .
again for the school year of 1912-13 and then
studied at Columbia Univer sity where he r eceived his bachelor's degree in 1915 a nd his
master's in 1916. Since going to the state of
Washington Mr. McKean has <lone work in
advanced economics and wo r ld trade in the
University of \:Vashington at Seattle besides
tak ing some correspondence courses in agricultural economics with the \,Vashington State
College. His teaching experiences have been
interesting and varied, taking him as far as
the Philippine Islands a nd Alaska and including
positions in public and private schools in the

states of New York, Missouri, Montana and
\,Vashington.
1909

· Mary \/Vheeler, whose home is in F r eeport,
Illinois, is critic teacher in the normal school
at Schenectady, N. Y.
1912

Lucy E . Normile taught in the home economics department of the Freeport, Illinois, High
School for several years. She is now head of
the cafeterias in the two junior a nd the one

senior high school of Rockford, Illinois.
Mary N. Porter, I. S. N . U . graduate and
former member of the English department, is
now a member of the Latin department of the
Hunter College, New York City. Miss Por ter
rcccivccl her A. B. a nd A. M. degrees at the
University o f Michigan, and bas clone additional work at t he University of Chicago and
at Columbia Un iversity.
1913

Clara Hinderks has been teaching in the grade
schools of Fr eepor t, Illinois, since her graduation from I. S. N . U .
Clifford D. Jacobs is an instructor in commerce in Washington State College, Pullman,
Washington. He has been there since September , 1927. Mr. Jacobs ho lds Ph. B. and A. M.
degrees from the Schoo l of Commerce of the
Universit y of Chicago. He is a member of
the Chicago Chapter of the Acacia fraternity.
1914

Ralph Elwood Garrett was an official delegate to the Internat ional Rotary Convention at
Ostcnd, Belgium, <luring the past summer, and

spent several weeks in tr avel on t he continent
of Europe. Mr. Garrett is a Ph. B. graduate
of the University of Chicago, and a member
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of the Acacia Fraternity there. He has for
some years been the principal of the high
school at Belvidere, Illinois.

Harold Gustav Shields, B. Ed. 1925 (?) has
a lectureship in the School of Commerce of

1917

ter he will m ake an investigation into the field
of Junior College economics, and embody the
results in a thesis for the Master of Arts de.

Students of the High School and residents
of Stockton, Illinois, on January 19 d edicated
a new electric clock, recently installed in t he
high school building, to the memory of William
B. Geneva, who last summer gave his life in
an attempt to save Margar et Miller, one of the
high school seniors, from drowning. Two dedicatory and memorial services were held during
the day, o ne in t he afternoon when the high
school students expr essed their appcrciation of
their former principal, the other in the evening when the community showed its admiration for h is bravery.
1923

M. R. Stephens is principal of the high school
at Stockton, Illinois.
1924

William Allen M iller, degree graduate of 1924
or about that time, is now teaching in Spr ing·
field, Illinois. His address is 2172 Yale Blvd.
He plans to attend the University of Chicago
this summer where he will take work toward
h is master's degree.
1925

Eugene Ziebold, '20 and '25, who ,has been
• teaching in the high school at Streator, Illinois,
for some time, is now working as an electrical
engineer for Sword Bros. of Rockford.
Ransom L. Bradley has submitted his name
as democratic candidate for the Illinois State
Senate subject to the coming p rima ries. He
is serving his eleventh year as principal of the
high school at Davis, Illinois, in his native
county. The Freeport Journal-Standard states

the University of Chicago, and is doing Part
time gr aduate study. During the winter quar-

grcc. He is pledged to t he Chicago Chapter
of the Acacia Fraternity.
Roy Milton McCullom, 13. Ed., 1925, received
Master of Science degree from the University
of Chicago at the December convovation. He
has joined the faculty of t he Northern State
Normal College at Marquette, Michigan, as
assistant professor of geography at a salary of

$3,000.
1926

Irene Jene, who for over a year has been in
charge of the I. S . N. U. Alumni Register, has
resigned to accept a position in the Tazewell
County Farm Bureau office in Pekin, Illinois.
Kenneth Teter of Tooele, Utah, about thirty
m iles south of Salt Lake City, visited friends
in Normal last November. Since receiving his
degree at I. S . N. U. in 1926 M r . Teter has
been employed with the International Smelting Company at T ooele. Ile docs assay work in
the chemical laboratory.
Anna Plato, B. Ed. 1926, is studying for a
master of philosophy degree in geography at the
University of 'Wisconsin. Last year Miss P lato
taug ht in the jun ior high school at Red Bank,
New J ersey.
Warren Yerkes is a senior in Clark College,
\ •V orcester, Mass., and will receive the bachelor
of education degree in June, 1928, with geography and economics as special subjects. Mr.
and M rs. Y erkcs write that they arc enjoying
life in New England very much.

that "his candidacy is based on h is long period
of residence in this district; his academic and
legislative qualifications; his interest in, and his
appreciation of the needs and welfare of the
constituency of the 12th Senatorial District.
Mr. Bradley's friends arc urging his candidacy
on the broad and non-par tisan basis of eminent
fitness ." Success to our fellow alumnus!

1927

Mark McCullough, a degree gradu'ate of last
year, has taken the position in the geography
department of I. S . N . U. made vacant by the
resignation of Leland S. Paine, who has gone to
a pos,11011 in the Agricultural and lvieehanical
College at Bryan, Texas.
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WEDDINGS OF INTEREST
Vidette Editor married. The following taken
from the November 30th issue of the Vidette
will be of interest to recent graduates of I. S.

nue. lvir. Monson will continue his work at
school. Mrs. Monson is planning to study
music w ith professors in Bloomington.

N. u.
That the well-known editor of the Vidette
should spend his Thanksgiving . Day taking the
"fatal" step was farthest from the t houghts
of the Vidette Staff. But nevertheless the reort seems to be right this t ime. So here we
~re, taking our jobs in our hands (for he will
00 doubt soon be searching for a new staff)
and writing the story. The editor wanted to
s.ve it for history instead of printing it while
it's news. The following article is printed unknown to our editor.

On Thursday evening, November 24, at five
o'clock, Miss Myrtle Classon and Mr. Melvin
Monson were united in marriage at the Fox
River Lutheran church near Ottawa. The ceremony, in the presence of about eighty guests
was performed by the Rev. Mr. Knute Monson, missionary in the Madagascar Islands and
a brother of the groom. He is her e on a short
furlough and will return to his duties about
Januar y 6.

On December 25, 1927, at the _home of the
bride's parents, Lawrenceville, Illinois, Thelma
Petty, class of 1924, was married to Louis I.
Warner. Mrs. Warner has been teaching in
the commer ce departments of the high schools
at Manito a nd Pekin since her graduat ion.
After February I, Mr. and Mrs. \,Varner will
make their home in Forest, Illinois.
Esther N. N eidligh and Rev. Charles Baird
Wagner were married at the parsonage of the
First Methodist church last Thanksgiving morning. Mrs. Wagner graduated from Normal in
1925 and has since been teaching in t he Freeport schools. Rev. Wagner graduated from
Illinois \.Yeslcyan in 1926 and now has a pastorate in the Methodist churches of Bartonville
and Glasford, Illinois. Mrs. W agner will finish
her school year at Freeport after which time
they will make their home in Bartonville.

Before the ceremony, Mr. Alfred Monson,
brother of the groom, sang, "Oh, Promise Me,"
accompanied by Mrs. J. A. Cart er of Normal.
The bride entered on the arm of her brother ,
Mr. Robert Classon, while her sister, Mrs.
Galen McFarlen, played the Lohengrin wedding march. The bride was attended by four
bride's maids attired in gn-,cn, pink, yellow,
and orchid. Each maid carried an arm bouquet of chrysanthemums. Miss Ruth Larson
was the maid of honor.

Two former I. S. N. U. students, Reuben S.
Ebert, degree graduate of 1927, and Dorothy
Salvage, a student in the music department,
were married at Holy Trinity Church, West
Palm Beach, Florida, on December 28, 1927.
The parents o( Mrs. Ebert live at West Palm
Beach. Many friends and r e latives witnessed
the ceremony there. Mr. Ebert is Superintendent of schools at Carrollton, Ill., where they
will make their home.

The bride wore a gown o ( white messaline
and lace a nd carried a bouqet of white lillies.
As the coior scheme was yellow and white
throughout, the couple took their vows under a
yellow and white archway. Two little nieces
o( the groom were ring bearer and fl ower girl.
Mr. Monson was attended by Mr. Reuben
Tweet as best man. There were also four
ushers.

Lucile Bell, a r ecent graduate of
was married to Earl Huber a short
her home in Villa Grove, Illinois.
has been teaching in Oak Pa rk.
is an electrician in Tuscola, Ill.

Immediately after the ser vice Mr.
Monson <ang, "I Love You Truly."

Alfred

Following the ceremony, a two-course dinner was ser ved at the home of the bride's parents, Mr. and Mrs. Classon, of Gardner. The
color scheme was carried out at the home also.
The young couple are making their home
With Mr. and Mrs. D. J. Lee, 401 Normal ave-

I. S. N. U.
time ago at
T he bride
Mr. Huber

A letter came to the University a short time
ago from Laura Ebert in which she states that
instead of living in Roberts, Illinois, she now
lives on a farm two miles south of Downs.
She has not only changed her address she has
changed her name, because she tells us that
she is now Mrs. James M. S mith. We regret
that she did not g ive us the date of her wedding so that we could pass it on to her I. S.
N. U. frie nds who may not have known about
it before.
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LETTER FROM FORMER STUDENT
M r. Felmley recently received a letter from
C. \1/hetsel, box 92, Jonesboro, Arkansas.
He has been out of the teaching profession for
nineteen years and for the p~st five years has
been growing seed rice. He attended Normal
during the years 1892-3, and 1896-7, besides some
summer terms. He is planni ng to return to the
teaching profession, and has turned his large
farm in Arkansas over to his son-in-law. Mr.
Whetsel has been developing special rices, one

J.

which he calls Blue-Rose, the other Delitius
The Quaker Oats people ,,·ill soon begin
carry on experiments as to the value of his
latter type of rice for puffed rice and it is
also being put on the market for popping to
take the place of pop-corn. He is also experimenting with some new seed corn from Illinois. Three interesting snap-shots of his rit e
fields accompanied his letter to President Felmley.
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